R.W. Johnson claims that the fact that he lives in South Africa puts him in a superior position
to those who live outside the country. This is a very dubious proposition. In 1957, the then
President of Ghana, Kwame Nkrumabh, invited F.M. Bourret as a special guest to the
Independence celebrations. She had written, according to Nkrumabh, ‘the best history of
Ghana' (The Gold Coast: A Survey of the Gold Coast and British Togoland, 1919-51).
Mother Bourret was then living in an enclosed convent in California, and her excellent book
was the result of an outstanding mind combined with the resources of the Hoover Library.
It is not necessary to live in a country in order to understand it; it may even be a handicap.
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